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A Brief AccounrT, and ſeaſonable 


IMPROVEMENT of the late 
EARTHQUAKE in Nor- 
thampton-ſhire, Fan. 4. 167. 


Ina Letter to a Friend in London. 


—— — - 


' Licenſed Jan. 27. 167; Roger L eſtrange. 


SIX. 
Ad I not long ſince been aſſured that the Deſigns 
of all your Enquiries ate ſober, and pious, bec miag 
a Chriſtian, your Importunity to be ſatisfied in the 
circumſtances of the late Concuſſion, had knockt at 
my Door in vain, For I am ſeldom at ſo deſperate 
a loſs how to entertain my ſelf, or beſtow my ſubce- 
ſive H ures, that I ſhould be neceſſi:ated to fill up 
my Thoughts with, or place out my leaſure Minutes upon the Gratitying rr 
the Itch of Curioſity ; A Salt Humour which while we ſtrive to pleaſe Fe) N 
Scratching, we do but the more irritate it's Pruriency, which in tune W.. II. g 
iſſue out in the Scab of Impertinency. Hon 

I have ever reckoned it amongſt the Symptomes of a degnerate Ape.that AC 
Men fill up their converſes much like the Athenians, who ſpent their time WHT. 
in notbing elſe but either to tell, or hear ſome new thing. Their Parturient 417 L 
Tongues either groaning to be delivered of, or their Itching Ears long- 
ing to be tickled with Novelties, and Prodiges : for hence is it, that the 
moſt Tremendous Providences ot God evaporate into Idle Chat; And ſerve 
to ſuruiſh out the triflings of a Coffee- boſe, but rarely ſink down into the 
Heart, to beget a Holy Admiration of the Divine Majeſty which removeth 
the Mountain, and they know it not; which overturaeth them in bis Anger; 7 , 
which ſhaket h the Earth out of her place, and the Pillars thereof Tremble. 

But though you ſeem in great haſt to receive information in the particu- 
lars of this Phenomenon, that you will neither allow me room ot Tame or 
Paper to turn my Yen in, and I am obliged to make Brick without Straw 
Vet muſt I beg your pardon if I demur a lictle , whether 18 were an Earih- 
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quake or no? for you mult conſeſs it hugel / Prepoſterous to enquire, De 
Modo rei, ubi nondum conſtat dere: Tobe ſolicitous aud claborate a- 
bout Accidents and Circumſtances, before we are artived at a plerophery of 
the thing it ſelf. | | 

And all the Reaſon in the World will oblige us ro-ſuſpend a while this 
Narrative, ſince I can iſſute you, ſome Learned Perſons are confident it 
was 0 Earthquake, cauſed by Subterraneous Fires, or Ixhalations, but 
A Concuſſion of the Air, by a Cavaleade of Spirits Trooping it through the 
Lower Regin. But whither theſe Spirits were Bound z or where was the 
Place of their Rendezvons, or upon what Errand they were Diſpatcht, or 
whether they were Celeſtial Courtiers, or of the Black Guard of Pluto, 
they are not pleaſed ro inform us. 

I looke uponꝰt as 4 Blot in the Eſcuicheon of the old Phil ſopby, that it al- 
ſigns a diſtin Imelligence to every of the Orbes, where they are placed 
(like Children at the Spinning. Wheel,) co whirle about the Spheres, be- 
cau'e they could not elſe conceive a Reaſon of their perpetual Motions: And 
as "was 2 violation of the Sacred Laws of Comedy to introduce S and 
u 2195, an Angel from Heaven to extricate the poor Poet, when he had 
run his wits into cunſuſion with his own Plots ; fo it looks but oddly to 
have recourſe to Spirit and Demons,when the cale admits of fair Salvo /, 
and may (pare thele extraordinary contrivancei. 

But the Naked matter of Fact is the beſt confutation of thi; ingenious 
Fancy, and I ſhall now as br-efly,as impartiall;,addre& my {elf to the Re- 
lation of ir, 

Oa Tueſday the 4th of this inſtant Fanxary, about 8 of the Clock at 
N aht b: ing alone in a room remote from all deſtracting Noiſe,and difturb- 
ing Company (circumſtances advantagious for Obſetvation) I was ſudden. 
ly ſtartled from ſome fixedneſ of thoughts, by a Loud, Roaring, Hollow, 
Terrible Noiſe, And I was the more ſurprized with it, and concerned to 
attend unto it, becauſe I had obſerved that all that preceding Day, and 
Evening there was not the leaſt Whiſper, or Breath cf Wind ſtirring: [ 
preſen:ly fancied that a Chimney in the next Rooom had taken Fire, the 
Roaring noiſe of which this did exactly imitate, as formerly being in the 
lame p'ace I had met with a terrifying experiment z and indeed up n after 
o mlultati n with others I found many concurring in the ſame apprehenſi- 
v7.5 3 but this conjecture as it ſuddenly entred, ſo it as ſuddenly vaniſhed, 
when I heard the Window to ſhake and tremble, as if the Decrepic Glaſs 
would unmediately have dropt down, the Floor of the Chamber over my 
Head toCrack cnce and again, and the Howſe it ſelf ſeem to Lotter 3 1 
wondrcd that ſuch a gult of Wind ſhould aflault the Houle, but upon 
ſtrict ob et vation I could not diſcera or Tree or Buſh to move; Thus 
being much amazed (tor 1 will no: conceal my ſecret fears,) my Heart 
ſh>vk as much as the Houſe, and I ſer my (elf with what compoſedneſs [ 
cou.d cou do expect tle iſlue, and un balſa quarter of an hour ot leſs, 
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(3) 
the Noiſe, and together with it the Shakiog, (eaſed : and this in More is 
the total cf my perional Obſervation, 

Should I tell you what Informations I have received from other perſons, 
and Place:, hat ſome did lenfibl y frel the Charres wherein they (at to ſha ce 
under them z that others ſtanding upon their feet were apparently ſeen to 
ſtaggerz that one had bis Book almoſt ſhaken out of his Hands; wich the 
terrour that ſeized them and to give you all this, and much more folemn- 
ly atteſted under the Hands of Perſons of unqueſtionadle Cedis, 
and of Caurelous Judgments, not to be impoſed upon by Panick Fears, 
I conceive pertectly ſuperfluous: for though ſome may hæſitate at the Cauſe, 
yer none amonglt us do queſtion the Truth ofthe Thing ; and for you at 
this diſtance, as I cannot create you a Faith, gor fotce you to a belief of 
my Teſtimony, ſo am I not much Ambitious of ir. 

They who are of ſuch wary Heads, that they will ſuſpect what Hun- 
dreds willi readily avouch, do but teach others to ſuſpedt their moſt contifent 
Aſſertions, and as St. Auſtin in another cale, He that believer not the Mi- 
races of Chriſt js bimſelf the greateſt Miracle; ſo will I rake the freedom to 
lay, He that beheves.not a Fad, m which all Men uniformly, and unani- 
mouſly concur, deſerves never to be believed: And let ſuch a one wear the 
lame Feather which the conceired Hobbes carries in bis Cop; Aut ego 
ſolus inſanio, aut omnes inſaniunt ; Either the Leviathan alone was ont 
of bis wits, er elſe all the World, And which of the Two is moſt probable 
u of no diſficult Determination. 

There are nevertheleſs Three or Four particulars, which if you deſpiſe as 
below your notice, yet I judged them worthy of mine. 

1. Mas there had been all the Day before this terrib Concuſſion ſuch 
a dead Calm, and the Air in ſuch a poſture of ſtagnation, that I well te- 
memember I rook ſo far notice of it as to ſay not above two Hours before, 
Thar in the Ariſtotelian Philoſopby, ſuch a H was ever reputed one 
of tlic (pecial Prognoftichs of an Enrthquake. 

2, That during this dreadful noiſe, neither the Trees, nor Plants be- 
trayed any Agiranon or Motion in the Air: which confirms their Nation, 
who have ſtiled Earthquokes, Subrerranean Thumders 4 and tis allo a great 
prejudice to their Opinion, x ho would obtrude upon us the conceit of Au. 
gels, or Spirits riding Poſt tbrongh the Air, For had that been the caule of 
this Noiſe, and Shaking then, 1. The Motion would have born all one 
way, 2s coming ftom, and tending to x determinste Pontz whereas hett, 
no Motion was diſcernable bat that of Trepidation, And 2, this violent 
Motion would have had the ſame effects with Stot is, and Tempeſts,cauied 
the ſame diſturbance in the Air, toſſed the tops of Ttecs; for {cring that 
all Nuiſe aniles from the Cellifion of Bodies, to which there 1s required a 
Motion propottior able :0 the Noiſe. Had theſe foppoled Spirits moved a: 
luch a tate, as to begit that Noiſe, they muſt do it by Motion, wi ch wor 14 
have diſcovered it lelſ in the c:mmon and ordinary effects ct 2421 A* 
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leſs we will again fly to ſupernatural Reaſons and Miracles, Now that 
there was no ſuch Commotion in the Air, is aſſerted by thoſe who were 
then abroad in the Fields, who were ſenſible of no ſuch diſturbance, and 
which iadeed created, or augmented their wonderment. 


3. I obſerve that this Earth-quake (for ſuch I will now take the liberty 
to call it) was not waiver/al,in reſpect either of the Towns, or Countries, 
where it came, but Topical 3 As being felt in one part of ſome Towns, and 
not in an other ; and again, obſerved in ſome whole Towns, yet not at all 
in ſome Neighbouring Villages 3; following perhaps che inviting track of 
the Nitrous, and ful Veins, and guided by che attractive Steams 
of the inflammable materials, It was alſp Deſultory ; The next Village 
to us but at half a miles diſtance knowing hot hing of it, and yet ſome pla- 
ces more remote towards the ſame point ſharing in the Terror of it. And 
laſily it was Unequal, both as ro the Noiſe, and Trembling : and yet 
herein might poſlibly be a miſtake ; for it might be from the weakneſs of 
their Houſes, the Multicude, and largeneſ of Windows, that the ſhaking 
was apprehended more terrible than in other places. 


4. Very few miſſed the notice of this particular; That juſt before the 
Concuſſion, the Air was very obſcure,and yet immediately aſter it cleared 
up and became very ſerene ; And ſome do impute the former obſcurity to 
thoſe fuliginons Reeks which from the Bowels of the Earth might creep 
forth; und the after clearneſs to the violence of the diſcharged Subterrane - 
ous Thunder: But I muſt entreat you, Six, for your (atisfaRtion to go to 
the Phuloſophers. * 


For that which will moſt proficably fill up the Remainder of my time, 
and ſheer, muſt be an enquiry of another Nature, viz. hat good uſe, 
and pratiical improvement may be made of this great work, of God? And my 
Pen will more chearfully travel in chat Service: x, Becauſe I perceive ſore 
too apt to abuſe theſe Appearances, For there are thoſe(by what Patent I 
know not) thit would ize all the Prodigious Works of God to 
tbeir own uſe and beboof 5, As if the Almighty was bound to abett ſome 
ſingle Party, ot to eſpouſe their little Intereſts ; when as indeed to the im- 

rtiil Conſiderer his Works ſpeak the ſame language with his Word, which 
indifferently preaches tous all: Now therefore thus ſaith tbe Lord f Hofts, 
confider your ways, And the Echo which all our hearts ſhould make to 
this voice of God, is this, Let ws ſearch ad try our ways, and turn again 
10 the Lord, There are thoſe alſo, who ſwelling with Atbeiſtical Seorn, can 
throw up their Noſes at theſe Providences of God, and with one puff of 
contemptucus Arrogancy blow away all conſiderations of them, ſaying in 
their Hearts ; bo is the Lord that we ſhauld Tremble before bim ? And 
2. che rathcr, becauſe the rare and unuſual Works of God have — 

en 


Cxlar, there happened — Earthquake bas ever was known in the 
1 


ESTs 
been adjudged by the moſt Sober, and Temperate of Chriſtians to be War- 
nings and Awakenings to any people: Thus Exſebins of the Prodigies in 

alem, tells us they were ar), x, Te gonuaivornm pueMgory 


£ eg mt And To! Ti oe xnplyuorre, The evident Progno- Eccle{. 
— of Future Judgments, and the very Sermons of God bimſelf, And t. £4. 
ſurely when the great Gad ſhall condeicend to preach toa People by his 3 . 


Works wha have ſo notably . his Ford, it will become High 
and Low, the Beſt and the Worſt of the Sons of Men, to be his Auentive 
Auditors. | 


(1.) Firſt then we may certainly learn a leſſon of Praiſe to God, that we 
were not all Buried in the Ruines of our own Habitations. He that ſhook our 
Howſer,coald as cafily have overturned our Houſes ; but he ſhewed both 


= Greatneſs that he could do it, and yet his Goodneſs that he would not 
o it. 


The unqueſſionable Records of Hiſtory do abound with Inſtances of 


this Nature: Foſepbws informs us, that in the >th year of Herod above te 45%. 

thouſand perſons were overwhelmed by Earthquake in the Rainer of their BJ. 

Howſes : bur I thall not attempt to reconcile himſelf to himſelf, when Jud. I. 1. 
(ſpeaking of the ſame dreadful providence) he tells us, that there chanced 4 C. 14. 


great Earthquake which ſlew thirty thouſand People. 
Pliny in his Second Book of Nat. Hift. reports, That inthe Reign of Tib. 


Memory of Man, whereby Twelve Cities in Alia were deſtroyed in one Night: 
But reckons Fourteen, and gives us their Names, ur, 
Magnefia, Sardis, Moſt bene, Hiero-ceſares, Philadelphia, Tmolis, Timur, 
Myrina, Cyme, Apollonia, Hyrcans, Dia, Cybars. And I think it 
was the moſt remarkable Charity that erwel Emperor was ever guilty of that 
he contributed to their Re.edifying. Ne Proviucias wil Liberalitate ſub- 
levavit, excepta Afia, dirjellis terra Motu Civitatibus : He never extended 


has bounty to any of the Provinces, excepting only Aſia, when ſo many = Tibs 


Cities were deſtroyed by an Earthquake. But he that had ſo few good 
works to boaſt of, might well be allowed to be proud of that one, and 
therefore to eternize his Magnificence, he coined Money with this Memo» 
rip: Civitatibus Afie Reftitutis : In memory of the Rebuild- 
Aſiatick Cities. 


Thus Ar. Mun. 3599. & Muram, — ur bes undis, 
terreque biatibus abſorpfit : God (faith my Author) ſwallowed up Helice I. han, de 
and Mara, two Cines of Athais, with a Deluge, and Earthquake, Mey Lace 
And An. Chr. 1424. in Catalonia twenty one Cities were utterly deſtroyed, Phyi. Par, 
and Lertona devoured by Earthquake, And in Burgundy, a Mountain 3. 
0 te mo- 


c. 48. 


Pa 47. 
17. 


Sucron, 
on vita 


Claudil 


(6) 
removiag out of its place,deſtroyed many thoufands cf the poor Hugband- 
men. 


The Pſalmiſt asks this Queſtion, be can ftand before bis Cold? And 
certainly ſhould the Almighty let loole upon us his Vine Cold, or 
graduate the Summ:r's Heats (hould he take bis Reſtraum from the Seas, 
which he holds iu the Hollom of bis Hand ; or ſhould he pluck off his dw- 
ble Bridle with which he curbs the raging Storms, and foaming Tempeſts; 
ſhould he enlarge his commiſſion to Thunder, Lightning, Eartbquokes, 
we muſt in one moment periſh, But the Lord reigneth, and cherctore lex 
the Earth rejoice, let the Multitude of the Iſles be glad thereof, And let 
us amangſt the reſt ackuowledg and rejoice that the Lord reigneth; tor, as 
all Natwralifts teach us, no places ate ſo obnoxious to Earthquakes as L. 
ſands ; becaw/e the Earth being there moſt Cavernous and Porous, admits 
the Humours, of which are begotten Vapors, which ſtriving to deliver 
themſelves from Priſon, and Repelled by the Waves of the Sea, being 
rarified by violent mation, and requiring more room, force themſe!ves a 

aſſage, with moſt dreadſul effects: No People in the World are ſo ob- 
lived io thankfulnels, as Iſlanders, being daily preſerved from Deluges and 
Ean hquakes to which we axe ſo lyable. 


(2.) Let the ſleepy World Awake, and the ſecure Sinner rowze up his 
ſluggiſh Soul to Repentance at the le Leſler Concuſſi>ns, left God de roy 
them by Greater. Men are certainly ja. 4 deep, and dead fleep when 
Earthquakes will not Alarm their Conſciences: It we difpile tum that 
chu?Tpeaks tous from the Earth, the next ume we may hear of bim from 
Heaven, When our Heads, begin to akg, who can ſecure us that it ſhall 
not ead in a Fexer, which mays Put a period ia owr Lives? And when the 
Earth begins to Tremble,who knows whether it. be not an Acceſſion towards 
that laſt, and great Ague fit of the Creation, wherein the Heavens, and 
the Earth, and all the Elements ball be blended in an Eternal Chaos? for 
we are warned from the uncrring records of Holy Writ, that There ball 
be great Earthquakes, befoſ e the great and notable Day cf the Lord come: 
which prophety though it received a leſſer sccompliſnment in the deitruction 
of Feruſalem, yet molt learned Men ate agreed, that tbeſc! ſhall be the 
prodromous tokens of the Dilolution of the World. 


Heathen Rome it ſelf had ſuch dreadful apprebenſions of Earthquakes, 
that upon theſe occaſions, they appointed ſolemn days of Sacrifice #2 their 
Gods : Niy the Hiſtorian obſeryes it of Claudins Geſar ;, tint he gave or- 
der, wt quoties terra in urbe moviſſet, feriarg,advooats.conciont, Prator in- 
diceret : That as often as chere was au Farthquake in the City, the Pre- 
tot ſhould proclaim a Holy Day. And 4. Gellius obſetves chat becauſe 
Philoſophers could not agree about che Natural caulcs, chat chere ſore 


wen- 
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whenever they decreed a folemn Day upon this Account, they never na- 

med the particular Deity to whom i was dedicated, (as orherwiſe the cu- 

ſtom was) leſt they ſhould miſtake the God that caufed it; And that if 

the day were polluted, they expiated it by Sacrifice, $i Deo, fi Dee, &c. 

to that Names at all adventures, whether it were God or Goddeſy, Agree- 

able tothe practice of the Athenians, who in the time of a raging Peſti- 

lence, that they might be ſure to hit upon the right Deity, exected an Al- 

tur, and offered (acrifice thereon, d T0 mmm $a; to that God who 

was fit for the purpoſe: molt probably the lame which St. Part found ar 4- 

thens wich this inſcription, "Ary1G&a ba, To the unt God, AH: 17. 
And as the Roman Decemviri in theſe exigencits were enjoyned to con- 

ſult the Sibylline Orale, ſo let us who have a more ſure word of Prophe. 

6. and to whom there is but one, the Living, and the true God, conſult the 

H iy Scriptures for our dary, which ditt ct us to the Sacrifices of Prayer, 

Repemance, a Broken and Contrite Heart, and above all to our Advo+ 

cate with the Father, to turn away his deſerved Wrath, Ard let us all 

make the ſame uſe of this, which the Fayler made of his Earthquake and / 15. 

cry out, Sir's ! what muſt we do to be Saved ? and take the antwer with 373 \ 

thanktulnels : Believe in the Lord Jeſus Chrift,and you ſhall be Saved, F 


(3.) Let us (ſearch out thoſe particular Sins for which God may have a 
Concroverly with us, Neglect, and Contempt, or at beſt an inconfidera- 
ble, and diſproportionable improvement of the Goſpel, Pride, fulne(s 
of Bread. Security, Worldlineſs, indiſſerency of Spirit in Religion. Chri{t 
charges Sardis, that ſhe had a Name to Live, and yet war Dead. And 
Hiſtory intorms us that God reckoned with Aſia by Earthquakes about the 
12 Of Nero An. Chr. 68. Nothing lefs than a ſerious through. reformation 
of theſe abomunations will divert the diſpleaſure of God, What the Natu- 
ral Effeds of Earthquakes have been, Natzraliſts are very liberal in their 
inſormations : How they have rent away ſome parts and limbs of a Coun- 
try from the main body; ſo was Sicily torn off trom Ialy ʒ ſo was Cyprog 
forced from the continent of Syriaz Euboeca, from the main Land of Bavtia 5 
and as ſome think, by an Earthquake was Britain divided from France. And 
how ſometimes — have heaved up Iſlauds in the midſt of theSeas,as it were 
to compenſate the loſs of thoſe which they had ſwallowed up: Thus were 
Delos, Rbidus, AExmaria, with ſome others raiſed out of the Boſom of the 
Ocean, into which by the like cauſe they may again ſubſide, And how 
they have cauſed Peftilential Comtagions from that exbalation, which be. 
ing long pent up ia the Bowels of the Earth contracts poilunous qualities, 
which breaking torth, impreſs their Ver em, ind Malignity upon our Bodies; 
And how they cauſe barrenneſs of the Earth,trom the ſame poiſonous exha- 
lations, which as they paſs through the pores of the Earth do net only leave 
a veremous Tincture in the Earth it ſelf, but deſtroy the ſeminal Particles 
of the Sceds altcad y lodged iu the Ground. Let the Natural 8 

ſpen 
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. ſpend their verdict how they pleaſe ; all I hall ay is this, that they may 


| (ignifie more to ui then they can edi. 
Plal. 104, (4) Lrt us therefore awn the Hand of God in theſe ſhakings : who 
32. looks upon the Earth and it ſhaketh, who toucheth the Hills and they Smozh.. * 


It a book of God can ſhake the Earth, what can bis touch do? and if the 
Finger of God be ſo powerful, what is his Arm ? Second Cauſes of theic | 
covulſire Motions, muſt be allowed, but not to joſtle out the Firſt, to 
whom the other are ſubordinate, concatinated to, and depend upon : Let 
the ſubtle Cardan, and Scaliger quarrel, and vex themſelves and othiers, 
whether Fire, Water, or Air be the true cauſes of theſe Commotions ; Let 
— others — theſe pats — — = their Birth to ſul- 
P!- phurcous, and Nitrow Veins fired, upon rarefaclion, foreting their w 
* through reſiſting Bodies. Let — — call cheir Idol Neptune — 4 K 
A.Gell, #, E6olxbora, the great Earth-ſhaker ; we are taught to eye, adore, and 
2 At. fear before the Lord, who hangs the Earth upon nothing, and can thither 
3 reduce it. 


(J.) Laſtly, let us labour to get an Intereſt in this great God, and 

46. . live by · Faith upon him, then ſhall we not need to fear though the Earth be 

pi; removed. For they that truſt in the Lord ſhall be 4 mount Sion, which can- 
enge a be removed, but flanderb fa for ever- 


Thus far, Sir, at your Importunity I have draws out this Diſcou:ſe, for 
our private entertainment and artec on: I have already exceeded the 
of a Letter 3 And it the Remainder of my Paper will give me 


— 


N leave, Lwill take leave, when I have ſubſcribed my ſelf, 
Fax. 18, Sir, your humble Servant, 
1671. N, VV. 
| 
FINIS. 


__ — 
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